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Minutes of the Sixth Meeting of the 1974-75
Campus Assembly
Science Auditorium, May 27, 1975, 4-5:45 p.m.
John Ingle, Chairman of the Seminar and Independent Study Committee
(SISC) during fall and winter quarters, resumed the discussion of the
proposal on directed studies with editorial changes suggested by the
debate at the April 28 meeting. From the Senate policy statement, the
first paragraph under "Evaluation" should also appear at the bottom
of page 8, preceded by the heading "Evaluation." Changes in the last
paragraph on p.5: in sentence one, delete "justly"; in sentence two,
replace "clearly" by-"considered"; in sentence three, insert "alleged"
before "excesses." Changes in item 6 on p.7: the first sentence should
begin" Substantive changes in the contract require the same review and
approval as the initial contract . . . ," the rest of the sentence remaining
unchanged. Item 7, p. 7: replace "department" by "discipline" and di:=lete
the phrase "even those that do not regularly enroll undergraduate students."
On p.8, paragraph 4, begin sentence three with "Hence." Under item Von
p.9, replace "all" with "the results of" in sentence one and in sentence
two, replace "carefully" with the phrase "careful effort should be made
to,"
The Chair ruled that these wer'e editorial changes, becoming part of the
proposal on which the Assembly was to vote.
The proposal, if adopted, would be distributed to faculty, either as part
of the Faculty Information Handbook -or perhaps as a separate document.
Indeed, item IV of the proposal would require this.
Underwood moved that consideration of the proposal be postponed indefinitely.
He saw two problems in the document, which largely repeats Senate legislation.
F~rst, it's a redundant activity; second, action on it might imply that
Senate legislation is applicable only if we repeat it. Thus, he did not
want to adopt the policy, but neither did he want to go on record as
rejecting the work of SISC. Hence, he moved postponement.
A number of objections were voiced. Olson cited the difficulty the Senate
has in writing legislation of sufficient universality to be directly
applicable to all units of the University; hence, the SISC's adaptation
was clearly appropriate. Raymond thought the proposal should be adopted
since the ·proposal directly states the need to incorporate the teaching
of directed studies into the reward system. Ingle thought that failure
to adopt would leave the legal status of our present legislation unclear.
Underwood replied that the Senate legislation could be adapted and implemented by having campus committees (e.g., SISC) and/or administrators
(e.g., the Dean) offer an interpretation; if no one objected to the interpretation, no legislation would be required. After the vote to postpone,
one might "rescue" the parts alluded to by Raymond by separate adoption
(although Imholte thought the proposal would have to go back to committee).
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The motion to postpone indefinitely failed with 25 in favor, 33 against,
and 8 abstentions.
Khan asked about the nature of the evaluative process. Ingle indicated
that SISC was currently working on it, that questionnaires might be used;
that a representative of Measurement Services might be contacted for
I •
•
•
suggestions
or one might
spot-check randomly, but in
some depth.
The proposal on directed studies was adopted with editorial changes,
by voice vote.
The minutes of the April 28 meeting were approved.
Corrections were made in the list of those graduating "With Distinction."
Vernon Koepp, Gloria Rixen, and Anthony Strauss would not be gradua~ing.
Thomas Seha has a major, not minor, in Philosophy.
Weigel, on hearing the use of the GPA as a partial criterion for
graduation "With Distinction," asked if that were consistent with a
previous resolution not to compute the GPA. The reply was that the GPA
was not routinely computed but would be if an Assembly committee requested
it or in, for example, teacher certification.
Agarwal briefly reviewed the criteria and procedures for graduating
"With Distinction" and becoming a "Scholar of the College, 11 showing how
a student could receive the latter but not the former.
The list of those graduating "With Distinction" and the "Scholar of
the College" list was approved by voic~ vote.
The report of the Academic Grievance Committee was not available for
the meeting, but; Imholte stated, would be distributed before the June 2
meeting.
Discussion of the report of the Task Force on Off-Campus Learning
Experiences began with the proposal to establish an Office of Off-Campus
Studies. Peter French, Task Force Chairman, emphasized that the proposal
would establish an office but would only recommend the hiring of an
administrator to fill it. The Office of the Academic Dean could handle
the duties of the Office of Off-Campus Studies during the formative stages
of the program.
Subsequent discussion indicated that adoption of the proposal would not
make hiring of the administrator the number one priority of the campus,
but left unclear the relationship of the administrative position to
earlier resolutions---an Assembly resolution during retrenchment planning
that no administrative positions be established until faculty cutbacks
were restored and a Curriculum Committee resolution that the next administrative position should be in the realm of institutional self-study.
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Discussion was also addressed to the feasibility of superimposing these
duties on those already assigned to the Dean's Office. French thought
the Dean could not be found remiss in failing to -perform the duties
listed in I a)-g). Discussion indicated that the Dean's role would be
to supply a catalytic action, not to· oversee the day-by-day running of
the programs.
The proposal to establish an Office of Off-Campus Studies was adopted
by voice vote.
French accepted a friendly amendment to the proposal to establish a
UMM Off-Campus Seminar Program: under II. A. 4-, the first sentence was
modified, a period being placed after the word "campus" and the rest of
the sentence deleted. The deleted phrase seemed to require non-academic
cultural experiences as a part of any off-campus seminar and critics
raised issues of meaning, feasibility, and evaluation.
French and Imholte agreed that the intent of the proposal is to make
the Off-Campus Seminar Program a number one priority, assuming the
pa_rtieipation of faculty and students: the language selected in II
and in II.A.l reflects the strong directive that adoption of the proposal would entail. Hinds reminded Assembly members that UMM already
has provided some off-campus programs.
Winter asked about the rationale for financing the transportation of
the seminar director and the provision for a possible rent subsidy,
whereas there are no similar provisions f~r students (II, D, i terns 4- and 6) .
French replied that UMM would have an obligation to the director whose
participation is required in order for students to receive off-campus
credit. Data obtained from similar programs at St. Olaf and Carleton
indicates that students' expenses .are the same on and off campus, whereas
the director's are higher off campus. Item II.b.9 suggests a possible
avenue for financial aid to students.
Roshal wondered why a provision wasn't made for replacement faculty,
since otherwise there would be a burden on disciplines with few faculty.
French replied that the provisions under II.B. 1 and 2, concerning no
added burden to the college, etc., were standard in similar programs in
other colleges. Regular courses can be part of the off-campus seminar;
it's a question of the discipline organizing its teaching load.
French accepted a friendly amendment to item II.b.3: the phrase
"divisional budgets" was replaced by "appropriate academic budgets."
French stated that the intent of the phrase was to assure that faculty
would have available the standard supplies needed to teach.
Submitted by Jim Togeas
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